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Overview

Introduction to CESSDA Data Catalogue
Cross-national catalogue functionalities
Benefits of standardised metadata and controlled 
vocabularies for discovery
Short introduction to CESSDA Vocabulary Service and ELSST 
thesaurus



Main goal: make European social science research data findable

At the moment:
Descriptions of over 33,000 research datasets 
Provided by CESSDA national service providers from 15 countries
Mostly social sciences but also data from health sciences and humanities
Quantitative, qualitative and mixed modes data
Study level metadata, no variable level information

CESSDA Data Catalogue
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Presentation Notes
Sorting by Date of publication requires standardised ISO date information (ISO 8601 compatible date) in harvested metadata records.Users can choose the language of study descriptions next to the search box. They can also in the results list what language the description of a particular study is available in. Both require a correct language tag in harvested metadata, with a standardised language code.
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Presentation Notes
Country filter requires that the harvested metadata has a standardised country code. If the metadata record does not have an ISO code, the study will not be included in the results when the filter is used. Only the standardised dates are machine-readable.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Collection years filter requires ISO 8601 compatible date in the metadata.  For CESSDA Data Catalogue, the metadata model specifies which ISO 8601 variants are accepted. 
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Presentation Notes
Topic filter is designed to use terms from CESSDA Topic Classification.At the moment however, the metadata often does not include the vocabulary name, so the filter may in fact include topic terms from other vocabularies as well, whatever is in the harvested metadata.And as we can see from this example, there are also different interpretations of how to use the CESSDA Topic Classification terms – with the broader term included or not. This means that sometimes the same term occurs in two different variations. Conclusion: More standardisation needed to have a ’clean’ filter.
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Presentation Notes
’Access data’ button brings the user to the web page of that particular study on the CESSDA service provider website. Access and availability information to be found there.This is also a way to find national data catalogues which may have more search possibilities than the CESSDA catalogue at present, e.g. variable search.



Machine actionability
Technical and semantic interoperability
Precision in search - allows users to narrow down their searches in 
discovery tools
Content consistency, comparability and understandability
Facilitates metadata creation, organising and sharing
Crosses language barriers

Use those vocabularies that are generally used in the scientific
domain

Why use controlled vocabularies?
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Presentation Notes
Controlled vocabularies are more among us than we realize. E.g. used in online shops.



Filters in CESSDA catalogue 1
Study description language

Metadata should contain ISO language code in the agreed element(s)
Agreed element means in this context: in the element required by the cross-national catalogue
harvester, that is, in the OAI-PMH record sent by the service provider. 
In the internal record, the metadata may be somewhere else but the organisation constructs its
OAI-PMH to send it in the required element.

Country
Metadata contain the standardised ISO country code in the agreed element. 
E.g. ”FI” for Finland, regardless of metadata language
Why country names as such cannot be used? 

Too many variations: The U.K., The UK, The United Kingdom, United Kingdom, GB, Great Britain, Britain, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Codes are language independent.

Data collection year(s); Date of publication
Metadata contain the date(s) in the agreed ISO 8601 format in the agreed elements. 



Filters in CESSDA catalogue 2

Topic filter
Metadata contain a term from CESSDA Topic Classification in topic element
Useful to have the vocabulary name as well

Without the vocabulary, people would use different terms for the same
topic



Vocabularies in CESSDA
Topic and subject classifications

CESSDA Topic Classification, 12 languages
European Language Social Science Thesaurus (ELSST), 14 language, more
forthcoming

DDI international documentation standard vocabularies to describe
research methods. For example:

Mode of Collection (questionnaire, interview, experiment, observation, content
coding etc.)
Time Method (longitudinal, cross-section, time series etc).

Can be used for both quanti and quali data
Controlled vocabularies used for broad categorisations of methods. More detailed
explanations can be added in free-text elements



 



DDI vocabularies
• Aggregation Method
• Analysis Unit  (x)
• Character Set
• Contributor Role
• Data Source Type (y)
• Data Type
• Date Type
• General Data Format (y)
• Language Proficiency
• Lifecycle Event Type

• Mode of Collection (x)
• Numeric Type
• Response Unit
• Sampling Procedure (x)
• Software Package
• Summary Statistic Type
• Time Method (x)
• Time Zone
• Type of Instrument (y)
• Etc.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(x) Currenty displayed in CESSDA Data Catalogue if the record has them.�In addition, the CESSDA Metadata Model includes more,  at least those marked with (y).
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Screenshot of CESSDA Vocabulary Service landing page.
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Detailed view of a Danish version of Mode Of Collection.
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Presentation Notes
Vocabularies can be downloaded in SKOS, PDF, and HTML. The user can choose which languages to include.
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ELSST thesaurus browsing interface.



Links
CESSDA Data Catalogue: https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/

API: forthcoming in 2022

CESSDA Vocabulary Service: https://vocabularies.cessda.eu/
API: https://vocabularies.cessda.eu/api-docs

ELSST: https://elsst.cessda.eu/
API: https://thesauri.cessda.eu/swagger-ui/index.html

DDI Alliance: https://ddialliance.org/

https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/
https://vocabularies.cessda.eu/
https://vocabularies.cessda.eu/api-docs
https://elsst.cessda.eu/
https://thesauri.cessda.eu/swagger-ui/index.html
https://ddialliance.org/


cessda.eu @CESSDA_Data

Thank you
taina.jaaskelainen@tuni.fi

Licence: CC-BY 4.0


	Significance of data description quality for cross-national data catalogues
	Overview
	CESSDA Data Catalogue
	Search
	Country filter
	Collection year filter
	Topic filter
	Search results
	Access button
	Why use controlled vocabularies?
	Bookstore example
	Filters in CESSDA catalogue 1
	Filters in CESSDA catalogue 2
	Vocabularies in CESSDA
	Topics and keywords
	DDI vocabularies
	Vocabulary service
	Vocabulary service details
	Vocabulary export
	ELSST Thesaurus
	Links
	Thank you

