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Interviewee: Tiia Huikentelevainen
Job Title: Chief Specialist
Workplace: Tampere University, FSD
Date of Birth: 24.1.1984
Residence: Tampere
Family: spouse and two minor children
Interview Date: 16.12.2023
Researcher: Maija Kiireinen

Q: If you think about your original field of study, how do you assess the influence of your family background on its choice?
A: The whole question annoys me. Or if I think about it now, maybe it has influenced me to some extent. My father has been at the university hospital for a long time and is still the chief administrative physician, and he definitely did not want me to study history. He didn't order me to apply to medical school, but he has a clear view that only fields that produce a high salary are sensible. This is evident in his attitudes and in how he talks about, for example, the unemployed.
Q: How about your mother then?
A: I don't have any sisters. My mother is a pharmacist, and from that, you can already guess that my childhood family wasn't exactly poor. She might not have emphasized the financial aspect as much, but somehow success and status are significant values for her. She has also been the chairperson of the Pirkanmaa Art Association for three years now, and that has definitely influenced her demeanor too much. She struts around at home like some kind of Karita Mattila.
Q: But did your mother try to influence your choice of field in any way, or how did she react to it?
A: Well, the disappointment was visible on her face when I told her that I was interested in history and wanted to study it.
Q: Hmm... if you think about your choice, was it partly some kind of rebellion or...?
A: Well, there might have been a bit of that too, that I didn't want to continue and be part of their imaginations. Maybe there was some rebellion. Maybe there still is, since we live in a rental. We live in Petsamo, at the corner of Kaupinkatu and Koljontie. A lovely hundred-year-old red wooden house. The landlord has done the necessary renovations, but my parents don't appreciate living in a house that needs repairs, and they especially can't stand the idea of renting.


Q: Surely you have something in common with your parents?
A: I'd say not much. For example, when I last explained to them that I'm reading the entire works of Anne Vuori-Kemilä and they asked what she writes about. When I then start to tell them that it's about poor people in the north in the early 1900s, their eyes immediately start rolling in exasperation.
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